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Born May 28, 1968 (age 38)

Origin Melbourne, Victoria, 
Australia

Genre(s) Pop, dance, Europop
Occupation(s) Singer-songwriter, dancer, actress
Years active 1987ïpresent

Label(s)

Mushroom (AUS, 1987ïpresent) 
PWL (UK, 1987ï1992) 
Deconstruction (UK, 1993ï1998) 
Parlophone (UK, 1999ïpresent) 
Geffen (U.S., 1988ï1990) 
 
Capitol (U.S., 2001ïpresent)

Website Kylie.com

Kylie Ann Minogue (born May 28, 1968) is a Grammy Award winning Australian singer-songwriter and 
occasional actress. Minogue rose to prominence in the late 1980s, as a result of her role in the 
Australian television soap opera Neighbours, before she commenced her career as a pop recording 
artist.

Signed to a contract by British songwriters and producers Stock, Aitken & Waterman, she achieved a 
string of hit records throughout the world, but her popularity began to decline by the early 1990s, 
leading her to part company from Stock, Aitken & Waterman in 1992. For several years she attempted 
to establish herself as an independent performer and songwriter, distancing herself from her earlier 
work. Her projects were widely publicised, but her albums failed to attract a substantial audience and 
resulted in the lowest sales of her career.

In 2000, Minogue returned to popularity as a danceïpop artist and became well-known for her 
provocative music videos and expensively mounted stage shows. She has established one of the 
longest and most successful careers as a performer in contemporary pop music, and in Europe and 
Australia, she has become one of her generation's most recognisable celebrities and sex symbols. In 
Australia, after being dismissed early in her career by some critics, she has been acclaimed for her 
achievements; she holds the record for the highest ticket sales for an Australian tour by a female 
performer, and has attained nine number-ones on the ARIA singles chart. She has been acknowledged 
as the highest selling female recording artist in Australia and Europe of the period from her debut in 
1987 to the present.

 Childhood and beginning

Kylie Minogue was born in Melbourne, Australia, to her Australian father, Ron Minogue who's family 
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was from County Clare, Ireland, and a Welsh-born mother, Carol Jones who had emigrated as a child 
from Maesteg, Wales in 1955 to Townsville, Queensland. Kylie is the eldest of three children; her sister 
Dannii Minogue (born Danielle Jane Minogue) is also a pop singer, and her brother, Brendan, works as 
a news cameraman in Australia. The Minogue sisters began their careers as children on Australian 
television, and from the age of 11, Kylie Minogue appeared in soap operas such as Skyways, The 
Sullivans and The Henderson Kids. Dannii Minogue became successful as a regular performer on the 
weekly music programme Young Talent Time, in which Kylie gave her first singing performance in 1983. 
Kylie was overshadowed by her younger sister until achieving success in 1986 with her role in the soap 
opera Neighbours.

Minogue played the character of Charlene Mitchell; a story arc that created a romance between her 
character and that played by her then real-life boyfriend Jason Donovan culminated in a wedding 
episode in 1987 that attracted a large audience. Her popularity in Australia was demonstrated when she 
became the first person to win four Logie Awards in one event, including the "Gold Logie" as the 
country's "Most Popular Television Performer", with the result determined by public vote. Neighbours 
began screening in the United Kingdom in 1986, and it achieved high ratings.

 Recording and performing career

 Stock, Aitken and Waterman: 1987 ï 1992

"I Should Be So Lucky" (1987) was one of the early music videos that presented Minogue as a 
"girl-next-door".

During a Fitzroy Football Club benefit concert with other Neighbours cast members, Minogue performed 
Little Eva's "The Loco-Motion" and was signed to a recording contract with Mushroom Records in 1987. 
Released as a single, and retitled "Locomotion", the Australian recording spent seven weeks at number 
one on the Australian music charts, and was the year's highest selling single. Its success resulted in 
Minogue traveling to London with Mushroom Records executive Gary Ashley to work with Stock, Aitken 
& Waterman. They knew little of Minogue and had forgotten that she was arriving; as a result, they 
wrote "I Should Be So Lucky" while she waited outside the studio. Her debut album Kylie, a collection of 
dance songs, reached number one on the British albums chart and became the year's highest-selling 
album. It sold over seven million copies worldwide, with most sales occurring in Europe and Asia, and it 
contained six successful singles, which includes the largest success "I Should Be So Lucky". It was only 
in the United States and Canada where the album did not sell strongly; however, the re-recorded 
version of "The Loco-Motion" reached number three on the U.S. Billboard Hot 100 chart and number 
one on the Canadian Singles Chart. "It's No Secret", released only in the U.S., performed poorly and 
peaked at number thirty-seven in early 1989. In late 1988 Minogue departed from Neighbours in order 
to concentrate fully on her music career.

Audio samples:

ǒ     "The Loco-Motion" (1988) (file info) ð play in browser (beta) 
❍     A dance remake of the Little Eva hit, and the only major American hit of Minogue's early 

career. 
ǒ     "I Should Be So Lucky" (1988) (file info) ð play in browser (beta) 

❍     Minogue's first worldwide hit which introduced her as a dance-pop artist. 
ǒ     "Better the Devil You Know" (1990) (file info) ð play in browser (beta) 

❍     The first song to present Minogue as a mature and sexually aware adult. 
ǒ     Problems playing the files? See media help. 
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A duet with Jason Donovan, titled "Especially for You" was a major success in the United Kingdom in 
early 1989. The critic Kevin Killian wrote that it was "majestically awful... makes the Diana Ross, Lionel 
Richie "Endless Love" sound like Mahler". She was sometimes referred to as "The Singing Budgie" by 
her detractors over the coming years. Chris True's comment about the album Kylie for All Music Guide 
suggests that Minogue's appeal transcended the limitations of her music, by noting that "her cuteness 
makes these rather vapid tracks bearable".

Her follow up album Enjoy Yourself (1989) was a success in the United Kingdom, Europe and Australia, 
and contained several successful singles, but it failed throughout North America, and Minogue was 
dropped by her American record label Geffen Records. She embarked on her first concert run, the 
Enjoy Yourself Tour, in the United Kingdom, France, Belgium and Australia, where Melbourne's The 
Herald Sun wrote that it was "time to ditch the snobbery and face factsðthe kid's a star". Minogue had 
become Stock, Aitken and Waterman's highest selling act, so in the face of widespread comment that 
the second album was a poor imitation of the first, it was decided to adjust the overall style of her music.

Minogue took control of her image for the first time with the video for "Better the Devil You Know". 
(1990)

Rhythm of Love (1990) presented a more sophisticated and adult style of dance music and also marked 
the first signs of rebellion against her production team and the "girl-next-door" image. Determined to be 
accepted by a more mature audience, Minogue took control of her music videos, starting with "Better 
the Devil You Know", and presented herself as a sexually aware adult. A relationship with INXS lead 
singer Michael Hutchence furthered her attempts to gain acceptance as a mature performer, with 
Hutchence saying his favourite hobby was "corrupting Kylie", and writing the INXS hit song "Suicide 
Blonde" in reference to her.

The singles from Rhythm of Love sold well in Europe and Australia and were popular in British 
nightclubs where Minogue started to be regarded as fashionable by the older audience she had 
targeted. When "Shocked" reached the British Top 10 in 1991, she became the first recording artist to 
place their first 13 single releases in the Top 10. Dispite the album seeing no Stateside release, 
"Shocked" became popular enough with club DJ's that it still is on some dance music radio station 
music databases. In May 1990, Minogue performed her band's arrangement of The Beatles's "Help!" 
before a crowd of 25,000 at the John Lennon: The Tribute Concert on the banks of the River Mersey in 
Liverpool. Yoko Ono and Sean Lennon offered Minogue their thanks for her support of "The John 
Lennon Fund", while the media commented positively on her performance. The Sun wrote "The soap 
star wows the Scousers - Kylie Minogue deserved her applause". Minogue's contract had been for three 
albums, but she was persuaded to record a fourth. Let's Get to It (1991) was designed to broaden her 
appeal by presenting a diverse range of ballads and slower dance songs, but despite generally positive 
reviews it failed to make the British Top 10, although the Let's Get to It Tour in late 1991 sold out in 
Britain.

By this time Minogue had fulfilled the requirements of her contract and elected not to renew it. She had 
often expressed the viewpoint that she was stifled by Stock, Aitken and Waterman, and later compared 
the experience to her time with Neighbours, saying all they wanted her to do was "learn your lines... 
perform your lines, no time for questions, promote the product". Realising that her fans were growing 
apathetic towards the Stock, Aitken and Waterman formula, and that she could only develop as an artist 
if she broke away from them, she decided to leave. She agreed to record three new songs to be 
included on the Greatest Hits album, which was released to coincide with her departure from them in 
1992. The album reached number one in the United Kingdom. The new singles ("What Kind Of Fool" 
and "Celebration") were top 20 hits.
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 Number-one singles

The following singles reached number one in the United Kingdom and/or Australia and/or Europe. Their 
peak positions are shown, along with the peak positions for Canada and the United States. For a full 
singles discography, see Kylie Minogue discography.

Year Single Peak positions
UK AUS CAN U.S. EUR

1987 "The Loco-Motion" 2 1 1 3 1
1987 "I Should Be So Lucky" 1 1 25 28 1
1988 "Got to Be Certain" 2 1 ð ð 3

1988 "Especially for You" 
(with Jason Donovan) 1 2 ð ð 1

1989 "Hand on Your Heart" 1 4 ð ð 3
1990 "Tears on My Pillow" 1 20 35 ð 2
1994 "Confide in Me" 2 1 ð ð 9
2000 "Spinning Around" 1 1 ð ð 7
2000 "On a Night like This" 2 1 ð ð 10
2001 "Can't Get You out of My Head" 1 1 55 7 1
2002 "In Your Eyes" 3 1 11 ð 2
2002 "Love at First Sight" 2 2 5 23 1
2003 "Slow" 1 1 6 91 1
2004 "I Believe in You" 2 6 ð ð 1
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